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For all those who live or have lived in Colchester, CT.
For love.

For you.

i Photooyapher

ACT I

Scepe One
he PKotogragher
(Prefjected: ithabitayfts and gpuirons of a
sphall/townd But soffiething/Ay a little off. A
ittld ogd./The colof saturdtell andftoo dark.
Th¢ cdmpfera tod glose. Unysuagl perspective.
ipgsflike that

“( (Durjng the slidesfoy), the BHOTQGRAPHER
‘(ML enters. SKhe is in all wfitd or in Huted cglors
g and 3kt weary a famepd around her rig€k. Shé

smiles at us.)

PHOTOGRAPHER. I have loved! - No. Let me start again.

(Beat.)

I'take photos. It'simportant, I think, to record things. To
remember how things are right now. Later, people will
want to know. Will wonder and think about days past.
So I take a lot of photos of everywhere and everyone
here in town. I'm not an official photographer although
there are political grumblings from time to time to that
effect. Does a town need an official photographer? Or
an official poet? An official dreamer? An official lover?
If the casual is made official, would that stop the rest
of us from dabbling? That would be a crime in itself.
So I don’t need to be the official photographer. But I
am good at it. People always come to me for keepsakes,
or for help remembering. ‘Course I'm having a bit of
trouble remembering now too. Little things. It’s one of
the side effects of my condition. I'm getting ahead of
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myself. I take photos. I can’t stop time so instead I - I
have photos up in a lot of public spaces. For historical
record. For art, maybe. I don’t know if it’s art. I just
help people look at things. Sometimes. If they’re open
to it. You can call me Suzanne. Or the Photographer.
Hold on.

(Raises her camera to her eye, takes photos.)

Stay still. Yeah. Turn your head just. You're very
photogenic. You too. Show me your sadness. Good. A
smile? A sad smile. Now joy. Great! Can you button
that up? 7

(The PHOTOGRAPHER takes a bunch of photos
of the audience. They appear on'the screen
behind her.)
Good. That’s great. I want to remember this. Maybe
you will too. So. If you need anything, probably I'm the
one to ask. Anything within reason I mean. Within my
control. I'm not sure what's within my control. Where
to first? Our time is limited.
(Spot on the PERFUME MAKER i7-lab coat
mixing scents. The PHOTOGRAPHER takes a
photo and it is projected on the back wall.) ‘

The Perfume Maker makes perfume. ,
(He smells it.) L .
PERFUME MAKER. No. It needs more... This. No. This. No.
Ah-ha! » .
(Lights on YOUNG WOMAN and YOUNG MAN.)

PHOTOGRAPHER. The Young Man thinks about the Young
Woman. The Young Woman thinks about the Young
Man. ‘

(They steal a glance. Lights out on YOUNG
WOMAN and YOUNG MAN,) '

- (Spot on the LIBRARIAN, walking.).

The _Lfbrarian walks by the hardware store on the way to
the library. She wills herself not to look in the window.
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LIBRARIAN. I will not.
(Lights up on HARDWARE STORE OWNER with
pipe.)

PHOTOGRAPHER. The Hardware Store Owner does not

see her walk by. He is measuring a length of pipe and
trying not to think about the hole in the center of him

he hasn’t been able to fill.

HARDWARE STORE OWNER. And seven eighths.

(Spot on GRAVEDIGGER. )

PHOTOGRAPHER. The Gravedigger looks at the sky and
wonders if it will rain.

GRAVEDIGGER. I wonder if it will rain.

PHOTOGRAPHER. He scans the gravestones looking for
ghosts, but he sees none.

(GRAVEDIGGER sighs. The PHOTOGRAPHER
takes a photo and it is projected on the
back wall. Lights on HISTORY PROFESSOR
and MYSTERY NOVELIST. She is writing while
walking. He is reading.)
The History Professor and the Mystery Novelist both
enter the kitchen at the same time from different
directions. They both reach for the coffee pot.

(This happens.)
HISTORY PROFESSOR. You go ahead.
MYSTERY NOVELIST. No, no. You.
HISTORY PROFESSOR. I insist.
(They freeze. Lights out on them.)
(Lights on YOUNG WOMAN and YOUNG MAN.)
PHOTOGRAPHER. The Young Man thinks about the Young

Woman. The Young Woman thinks about the Young
l Man.

END

(They steal a glance. Lights out on YOUNG
WOMAN and YOUNG MAN.)





